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Appendix A Relevant legislation, 
regulation, plans and policies 

 

A.1 National legislation 

A.1.1 The Flood and Water Management Act 

The Act brings together the recommendations of the Pitt report and previous 
policies, to improve the management of water resources and create a more 
comprehensive and risk based regime for managing the risk of flooding from 
all sources. The Act states that its purpose is to “make provision about water, 
including provision about the management of risks in connection with flooding 
and coastal erosion.”  The key features of the Act in relation to flood and 
coastal risk management are that it: 

 gives the Environment Agency a strategic overview role of all flood and 
coastal erosion risk management and re-affirms their responsibility as 
the lead authority for managing flood risk from Main Rivers, the Sea 
and reservoirs; 

 gives Unitary Authorities and County Councils a Lead Local Flood 
Authority (LLFA) role, allocating responsibility for managing flooding 
from surface runoff, groundwater and ordinary watercourses; 

 introduces an improved risk based approach to reservoir safety; 

 introduces a duty for relevant flood risk management authorities to co-
operate and share information, and; 

 encourages the uptake of sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) by 
removing the automatic right to connect to sewers and providing a new 
duty for LLFAs to adopt SUDS for new developments and 
redevelopments. 

A key implication for County Councils and Unitary Authorities is the 
introduction of the Lead Local Flood Authority role, which enhances their 
responsibilities so that they lead the co-ordination of local flood risk 
management in their areas. However, partnership arrangements are in no 
way prevented, which will ensure full use of all capabilities and experience 
locally. In addition, the Act allows for all roles and actions to be delegated to 
another risk management authority (subject to agreement), with the exception 
of the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy which must be developed by 
the LLFA. 

To avoid administrative burdens, the Act does not require routine reporting on 
performance, but allows information to be requested where necessary. Local 
authorities can bring matters to the Government’s attention and if a risk 
management authority fails to exercise a flood or coastal erosion risk 
management function, the Secretary of State can direct another authority to 
carry out that function. In addition, the Act enables Overview and Scrutiny 
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Committees in LLFAs to hold all the risk management authorities to account. 
In this way, the public can be actively involved in ensuring authorities perform 
and fulfil their responsibilities. 

 

A.1.2 Flood Risk Regulations 

The Flood Risk Regulations came in to force on 10th December 2009. Its 
purpose is to transpose the EC Floods Directive (Directive 2007/60/EC on the 
assessment and management of flood risks) into domestic law and to 
implement its provisions. The regulations outline the roles and responsibilities 
of the various authorities consistent with the Flood and Water Management 
Act 2010 and provide for the delivery of the outputs required by the directive. 
The Directive requires Member States to develop and update a series of tools 
for managing all sources of flood risk. The Regulations:  

 Give responsibility to the Environment Agency to prepare Directive 
deliverables: preliminary assessment report, flood risk maps and 
hazard maps and flood risk management plans for flood risk from the 
sea, main rivers and reservoirs. 

 Give responsibility to Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFA) to do the 
same for ‘local flood risk’, which includes surface runoff, groundwater 
and ordinary watercourses. 

 Give responsibility to the Environment Agency for collating and 
publishing the preliminary assessment reports, flood risk maps and 
hazard maps, and flood risk management plans. 

The stages of the Flood Risk Regulations are illustrated in Figure A-1. The 
Flood Risk Regulations operate on a six yearly cycle; therefore an updated 
version of the PFRA will be prepared in 2017. The Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment (PFRA) is a high level screening exercise to identify areas of 
most significant flood risk across Europe. The aim of the PFRA is to assess 
local flood risk with respect to past floods and the potential harmful 
consequences of future floods.  

 

Definition of a ‘flood’ in the Flood and Water Management Act 

With regard to the definition of ‘flood’, both the Act and the Flood Risk Regulations 
(2009) state that it doesn’t matter whether a flood is caused by: heavy rainfall; a 
river overflowing its banks of being breached; a dam overflowing or being 
breached; tidal waters; groundwater; or anything else including a combination of 
factors. However, both state that a ‘flood’ does not include: a flood caused from 
any part of a sewerage system, unless wholly or partly caused by an increase in 
the volume of rainwater (including snow and other precipitation) entering or 
otherwise affecting the system; or a flood caused by a burst water main. 
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Figure A-1 Flood Risk Regulations process (taken from EA guidance) 

A.1.3 Land Drainage Act 

The Land Drainage Act (1991) outlines the duties and powers to manage 
land drainage for a number of bodies including the Environment Agency, 
Internal Drainage Boards, local authorities, navigation authorities and riparian 
owners. A number of its provisions have been re-defined following the Flood 
and Water Management Act, in particular the provisions on consenting and 
enforcement on ordinary watercourses. As a result North Somerset Council is 
now responsible for administering and issuing consents to third parties for 
undertaking works which could affect ordinary watercourses, and enforcing 
where works have been undertaken without the necessary consent; except in 
Internal Drainage Board districts, where IDBs will retain their existing powers. 

A.1.4 Water Framework Directive 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is the most substantial piece of EC 
water legislation to date and is designed to improve and integrate the way 
water bodies are managed throughout Europe. It came into force on 22 
December 2000 and was transposed into UK law in 2003. Member States 
must aim to reach good chemical and ecological status in inland and coastal 
waters by 2015. It is designed to:  

 prevent deterioration in the classification status of aquatic ecosystems, 
protect them and improve the ecological condition of waters; 

 aim to achieve at least good status for all waters. Where this is not 
possible, good status should be achieved by 2021 or 2027;  

 promote sustainable use of water as a natural resource;  

 conserve habitats and species that depend directly on water;  

 progressively reduce or phase out releases of individual pollutants or 
groups of pollutants that present a significant threat to the aquatic 
environment;  
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 progressively reduce the pollution of groundwater and prevent or limit 
the entry of pollutants, and; 

 contribute to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts.  

In essence, the WFD establishes new and better ways of protecting and 
improving rivers, lakes, groundwater, transitional (where freshwater and sea 
water mix) and coastal waters. To address this, the Environment Agency has 
embarked on river basin management planning with the aim to develop new 
and better ways of protecting and improving the water environment. It should 
be noted, the objectives referred to above and contained in the WFD, whilst 
supported in this Strategy, will be considered outside the scope of this 
Strategy. Nevertheless it is important that measures to manage local flood risk 
does not cause deterioration of water bodies and considers opportunities to 
improve water bodies in conjunction with local flood risk management. 

River Basin Management Plans (RBMP) have been produced by the 
Environment Agency for the eleven river basin districts in England and Wales 
and are the central tool setting out the objectives and actions required to 
achieve the objectives of the Water Framework Directive. RBMPs describe 
the main issues for each river basin district and state the environmental 
objectives for the basin, explain the objectives selected to achieve good 
ecological status and summarise the actions needed to deliver those 
objectives. A River Basin District is: a river basin, or several river basins, and 
the river basin's adjacent coastal waters. The Severn River Basin District 
River Basin Management Plan1 covers the North Somerset Council boundary. 
Within the Bristol Avon and North Somerset Streams river catchment there 
are 103 classified river water bodies, of which only 27 are currently meeting 
good or high ecological status or potential. By 2027 all 103 water bodies will 
need to meet good or high ecological status or potential. 

A summary of the water bodies in North Somerset, their current classification 
and future targets is shown in Table A-1. 

                                            

1
 http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/124941.aspx 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/124941.aspx
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Table A-1 WFD targets for water bodies in North Somerset 

EA_WB_ID NAME 
Current 
status 

Heavily 
Modified 

Water 
Body 

(HWMB) Reason for HMWB Target by 2027 

GB109052021550 
Unnamed trib - source to conf R Axe 
Estuary Moderate   

Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109052021570 
R Axe-Stubbingham Rhyne to conf Brean 
Cross Sluice Moderate   

Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109052021580 R Lox Yeo - source to conf Rive Axe Moderate   
Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109052021590 
Uphill Great Rhyne - source to conf R 
Axe Estuary Moderate Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052021600 
R Banwell - source to conf R Banwell 
Estuary Moderate Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052021610 
Redcroft Rhyne - source to Severn 
Estuary Moderate Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052021620 Oldbridge R - source to nr Manor Fm Moderate Yes Land Drainage 
Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052021630 
Broadstone Rhyne - source to conf 
Congresbury Yeo Moderate   

Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109052021640 R Yeo - source to conf Congresbury Yeo Moderate Yes 

Water Regulation 
(impoundment 
release) 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052021650 Blackditch Ryne Good Yes Land Drainage 
Good Ecological 
Potential by 2015 

GB109052021660 
R New Blind Yeo - source to conf R 
Severn Estuary Moderate Yes 

Flood Protection, 
Land Drainage, 
Urbanisation 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 
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GB109052021670 
R Kenn - conf R Land Yeo to conf 
Blackditch Rhyne Moderate   

Good Ecological 
Status by 2015 

GB109052021680 
R Kenn - Blackditch Rhyne to conf 
Severn Estuary Good Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2015 

GB109052021690 R Land Yeo - source to conf R Kenn Good Yes 

Water Regulation 
(impoundment 
release) 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2015 

GB109052027320 
R Land Yeo - conf R Kenn to conf R 
Severn Estuary Moderate Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109052027330 
Portbury Ditch - source to conf R Severn 
Estuary Moderate Yes Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109053021900 Winford Bk - source to conf R Chew Poor   
Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109053027360 
Colliters Bk source to conf R Avon (Brist 
New Cut) Moderate Yes 

Flood Protection, 
Land Drainage, 
Urbanisation, Water 
Regulation 
(impoundment 
release) 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2027 

GB109053027420 
Markham Bk - source to conf R Avon 
(Brist) Moderate   

Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109053027430 Chapel Pill Moderate   
Good Ecological 
Status by 2027 

GB109053027470 Easton in Gordano Stream Good Yes 
Flood Protection, 
Land Drainage 

Good Ecological 
Potential by 2015 
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A.1.5 Climate Change Act 

The Climate Change Act (2008) requires a UK-wide climate change risk 
assessment every five years, accompanied by a national adaptation programme that 
is also reviewed every five years. The Act has given the Government powers to 
require public bodies and statutory organisations such as water companies to report 
on how they are adapting to climate change. 

A.1.6 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010) transpose the 
Habitats Directive into UK law. The regulations aim to help maintain and enhance 
biodiversity throughout the EU, by conserving natural habitats, flora and fauna. The 
main way it does this is by establishing a coherent network of protected areas and 
strict protection measures for particularly rare and threatened species. 

A.1.7 Civil Contingencies Act 

The Civil Contingencies Act (2004) is legislation that aims to deliver a single 
framework for civil protection in the UK and sets out the actions that need to be taken 
in the event of a flood. The CCA is separated into two substantive parts: local 
arrangements for civil protection (Part 1) and emergency powers (Part 2). 

A.1.8 SEA Directive 

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001) (EC Directive 
2001/42/EC) is legislation which aims to increase the consideration of environmental 
issues during decision making related to strategic documents such as plans, 
programmes or strategies. The SEA identifies the significant environmental effects 
that are likely to result due to the implementation of a plan, programme or strategy. A 
SEA has been prepared in parallel to the development of the LFRMS.  

A.2 National Flood and Coastal Erosion Strategy 

The Flood and Water Management Act states that the Environment Agency must 
‘develop, maintain, apply and monitor a Strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk 
management in England’ [National Strategy]. The Environment Agency have 
subsequently produced ‘The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management 
Strategy for England’, with input from the Department for the Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) to ensure it reflects government policy. 

The National Strategy provides the overarching framework for future action by all risk 
management authorities to tackle flooding across the England and Wales. The 
overall aim of the strategy is to ensure that the risk of flooding and coastal erosion is 
properly managed by using the full range of options in a coordinated way.  In line with 
Sir Michael Pitt’s recommendations it sets out the Environment Agency’s strategic 
overview role in flood and coastal erosion risk management, helps risk management 
authorities (particularly Lead Local Flood Authorities) to understand their different 
roles and responsibilities, and provides communities with a greater role in local flood 
risk management decisions. 

Setting out the strategic aims and objectives, the National Strategy states that the 
Government will work with individuals, communities and organisations to reduce the 
threat of flooding and coastal erosion by: 
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 understanding the risks of flooding and coastal erosion, working together to 
put in place long term plans to manage these risks and making sure that other 
plans take account of them; 

 avoiding inappropriate development in areas of flood and coastal erosion risk 
and being careful to manage land elsewhere to avoid increasing risks; 

 building, maintaining and improving flood and coastal erosion management 
infrastructure and systems to reduce the likelihood of harm to people and 
damage to the economy, environment and society; 

 increasing public awareness of the risk that remains and engaging with people 
at risk to encourage them to take action to manage the risks that they face and 
to make their property more resilient, and; 

 improving the detection, forecasting and issue of warnings of flooding, 
planning for and coordinating a rapid response to flood emergencies and 
promoting faster recovery from flooding. 

It builds on existing approaches to flood and coastal risk management, and promotes 
the use of a wide range of risk management measures. It encourages more effective 
risk management by enabling people, communities, businesses, infrastructure 
operators and the public to work together to understand and manage risks in a 
coordinated way within catchments; ensuring a balance between needs of 
communities, the economy and environment. 

The Strategy considers the current levels of flood and coastal erosion risk, how that 
level of risk might change in the future, the risk management measures that may be 
used, roles and responsibilities and how those involved in flood and coastal erosion 
risk management can work together better, future funding and the need for 
supporting information. 

The LFRMS must be consistent with the National Strategy. 

A.3 National Planning Policy Framework 

The National Planning Policy Framework was published in March 2012 and sets 
out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to 
be applied through plan-making and the determination of planning applications. The 
59-page framework replaces thirty previous planning policy guidance and statement 
documents (i.e. PPGs and PPSs); a number of Government circulars; and formal 
advice contained within twelve official CLG letters to local Chief Planning Officers. 

The NPPF states that it is highly desirable that local planning authorities should have 
an up-to-date plan in place, which has taken into account the policies contained 
within it. The NPPF’s overarching policy, which is described as the ‘golden thread’, is 
a presumption in favour of sustainable development. For local plan-making this 
means: -  

 positively seeking opportunities to meet the development needs of their area; 
and;  

 meeting objectively assessed needs, with sufficient flexibility to adapt to rapid 
change, unless: - Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the 
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NPPF taken as a whole; or Specific policies in the NPPF indicate development 
should be restricted.  

All local plans should be based upon and reflect the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development through clear local policies that will guide how it should be 
applied locally.  

Alongside the NPPF, Government has issued technical guidance specifically related 
to flooding and mineral extraction. The technical guidance on flooding retains key 
elements of the now cancelled Planning Policy Statement 25: Development and 
Flood Risk. 

A.4 Other relevant plans & strategies 

A summary of how relevant plans and strategies fit together is illustrated in Figure A-
2, which has been taken from the National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Strategy. 

 

Figure A-2 Overview of flood & coastal erosion risk management policy & strategy (NFCERM 
Strategy) 

A.4.1 Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment 

North Somerset Council produced its PFRA2 in June 2011. The PFRA provides a 
high level overview of local flooding within North Somerset, considering both past 
flooding and potential future flooding. In order to do this the PFRA used Environment 
Agency Flood Risk Maps and gathered records of historic flooding. The historical 
flooding information was combined into a single database using records held by the 
council’s land drainage and highways drainage departments, Wessex Water and the 

                                            
2
 The North Somerset PFRA is available from: https://publications.environment-

agency.gov.uk/skeleton/publications/ViewPublication.aspx?id=825d7d52-39ed-43de-b824-9d63b162d6ad 

https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/skeleton/publications/ViewPublication.aspx?id=825d7d52-39ed-43de-b824-9d63b162d6ad
https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/skeleton/publications/ViewPublication.aspx?id=825d7d52-39ed-43de-b824-9d63b162d6ad
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North Somerset Internal Drainage Boards and information from the Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment (levels 1 and 2) and the Weston-super-Mare Surface Water 
Management Plan (SWMP).  

The PFRA identifies areas of nationally significant flood risk (‘Flood Risk Areas’). In 
England the Department for food and rural affairs (Defra) and the Environment 
Agency have identified the ‘Flood Risk Areas’ on a national basis. This has been 
done by identifying locations where there are clusters of 30,000 or more people 
predicted to be vulnerable to surface water flooding. There are ten ‘Flood Risk Areas’ 
in England. 

The Bristol Flood Risk Area extends into parts of North Somerset and includes Long 
Ashton. Although the primary flood risk is within Bristol, NSC will need to be a partner 
for the development of the Flood Risk Management Plan to ensure that flood risk in 
Long Ashton is appropriately considered.  

The assessment identified Weston-super-Mare (including Worle), Wrington and 
Nailsea as the locations within North Somerset with the highest risk from local 
flooding. 

A.4.2 Catchment Flood Management Plans 

Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMP) have been produced by the 
Environment Agency and are high-level planning tools that set out objectives for flood 
risk management for each river catchment and estuary.  They also identify flood risk 
management policies that are economically practical, have a potential life of 50 to 
100 years, and will help partnership working to put them in place. CFMPs consider 
inland risk from rivers, surface water, groundwater and tidal flooding but do not 
consider sewer flooding. The CFMPs covering North Somerset are the North and Mid 
Somerset CFMP and the Bristol Avon CFMP. 

A.4.3 Shoreline Management Plans and Severn Estuary Flood Risk 
Management Strategy 

Shoreline Management plans (SMP) are produced by coastal groups and perform a 
similar role to CFMPs, but examine coastal flooding and erosion risks. They form 
route maps setting out the sustainable management policies for the coast for the next 
20, 50 and 100 years. The SMPs relevant to North Somerset are the North Devon 
and Somerset SMP2 (SMP 18) and the Severn Estuary SMP2 (SMP 19). In addition, 
the Environment Agency has produced a flood risk management strategy for the 
Severn Estuary which sets out current and future flood risk and investment plans for 
the Estuary to manage tidal flooding. 

A.4.4 Surface Water Management Plans 

Surface Water Management Plans (SWMP) are produced by local authorities and 
are described as a framework through which key local partners with a responsibility 
for surface water and drainage in their area work together to understand the causes 
of surface water flooding and agree the most cost effective way of managing that 
risk. The purpose is to make sustainable surface water management decisions that 
are evidence based, risk based, future proofed and inclusive of stakeholder views. A 
SWMP should establish a long-term action plan to manage surface water in an area 
and should influence future capital investment, drainage maintenance, public 
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engagement and understanding, land-use planning, emergency planning and future 
developments.  

North Somerset Council has commissioned a Surface Water Management Plan 
(SWMP) for Weston-super-Mare and took the lead role. The SWMP, is being carried 
out for the urbanised town centre of the town as well as the ‘Weston Development 
Area’. The SWMP undertook more detailed modelling than that used to create the 
national flood maps using TUFLOW.  This showed that 180 properties and 29 critical 
or vulnerable assets were at risk of flooding if the drainage system functioned as 
designed during a 1 in 100 event.  The SWMP determined that this would result in 
damages of about £14.5 million.   

Investigation of the specific locations of potential flooding indicated that properties 
affected were widely spread and therefore rather than a flood defence scheme it was 
proposed that policy is introduced to manage the flood risk in each of 4 identified at 
risk; Urban hilly areas – north, Urban hilly areas – south, Urban flat areas and  Rural 
flat areas". The outputs from the SWMP will feed into the LFRMS action plan for 
Weston-super-Mare. 

A.4.5 North Somerset Core Strategy 

Adopted in April 2012, the Core Strategy3 is the main planning document for North 
Somerset. It sets out the objectives and strategic planning policies for North 
Somerset up to 2026. The key policy relating to flood risk management within the 
Core Strategy is CS3: Environmental impacts and flood risk assessment. This 
outlines that development which would lead to environmental pollution or harm 
amenity, health or safety will only be permitted if potentially negative effects would be 
mitigated to an acceptable level. It states that development will not be permitted in 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 of the Environment Agency Flood Map unless it complies with 
the sequential and where necessary the exception test outlined in the National 
Planning Policy Framework. The policy also refers to the use of the ‘climate change 
additional extents’ map produced as part of the North Somerset Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment for use in long term planning. 

Other policies within the Core Strategy which relate to flood risk management 
include: 

 CS1: Addressing climate change and carbon reduction which includes the 
principle that “areas will be enhanced to be resilient to the impacts of climate 
change including flood defence and public realm enhancements” 

 CS2:  Delivering sustainable design and construction states that when 
considering proposals for developments the council will “require the 
application of best practice in Sustainable Drainage Systems to reduce the 
impact of additional surface water run –off from new developments.” 

 CS9: Green infrastructure: which seeks to safeguard, improve, enhance the 
existing network of green infrastructure by ‘further provision, linking in to 
existing provision where appropriate, ensuring it is a multi-functional, 
accessible network which promotes healthy lifestyles, maintains and improves 

                                            
3
  http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-

research/localplanning/Pages/Core-Strategy.aspx 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Core-Strategy.aspx
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Core-Strategy.aspx
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biodiversity and landscape character and contributes to climate change 
objectives’.  

A.4.6 Weston Villages Supplementary Planning Document (2012) 

The Weston Villages Supplementary planning document was prepared to provide 
guidance and detail (beyond that delivered in the Core Strategy) for the development 
of the Weston Villages. The Weston Villages proposals are for two new communities 
of about 5,500 new dwellings outside Weston-super-Mare. 

The Supplementary Planning Document4 identifies risk from tidal and fluvial flooding 
and also highlights that there is a risk due to increased surface water runoff leading 
to flooding and outlines the ‘Strategic Flood Solution’ which has been recommended 
to mitigate this risk. 

Flood risk mitigation solutions identified include a large lake and wetland to provide 
storage between Weston Airfield and Hutton Village, channel works to provide 
additional flood storage capacity along the River Banwell and minimum floor levels in 
lower lying parts of the development.  

The Supplementary Planning Document also identifies that sustainable drainage will 
be integrated into the development and used to manage surface water runoff. 

A.4.7 Strategic Flood Risk Assessments 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessments (SFRA) are planning tools used by a planning 
authority to assess flood risk for spatial planning, producing development briefs, 
setting constraints, informing sustainability appraisals and identifying locations of 
emergency planning measures and requirements for flood risk assessments. The 
purpose of a SFRA is to assess and map all forms of flood risk from groundwater, 
surface water, impounded water bodies, sewer and river sources, taking into account 
future climate change predictions, to allow planning authorities to use this as an 
evidence base to locate future development primarily in low flood risk areas. The 
outputs from an SFRA also assist in the production of sustainable policies for the 
long-term management of flood risk. 

In 2008 the Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) was produced for North 
Somerset. The SFRA is designed to provide the information required through the 
planning process so that land is allocated for development in low risk flood areas 
first. 

The SFRA provides an overview of flood risk within North Somerset using historical 
flooding records gathered from the Environment Agency and North Somerset 
Council, Parish Councils, Wessex Water and local residents. This is supported by the 
use of mapping products provided by the Environment Agency outlining modelled 
flood extents and locations of flood defences. 

                                            
4
  http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-

research/Documents/Supplementary%20planning%20documents/Weston%20Villages%20supplement
ary%20planning%20document%20(pdf).pdf 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/Documents/Supplementary%20planning%20documents/Weston%20Villages%20supplementary%20planning%20document%20(pdf).pdf
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/Documents/Supplementary%20planning%20documents/Weston%20Villages%20supplementary%20planning%20document%20(pdf).pdf
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/Documents/Supplementary%20planning%20documents/Weston%20Villages%20supplementary%20planning%20document%20(pdf).pdf
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Following the Level 1 SFRA two Level 2 SFRAs5 were produced. These were 
required to study locations where there could be the potential to develop in areas at 
risk from flooding.  

The ‘main’ Level 2 SFRA covered 5 areas: 

 Area 1: coastal strip from south of Clevedon to Ham Green 

 Area 2: draft RSS proposed urban extension area south-west of Bristol 

 Area 3: land around Nailsea and Backwell 

 Area 4: land around Yatton and Congresbury 

 Area 5: land around Banwell, Winscombe, Churchill, and Wrington 

A second Level 2 SFRA was undertaken for Weston-super-Mare and examined six 
potential development locations: 

 Town Centre and Seafront Regeneration Area 

 Town Centre Gateway 

 Airfields Neighbourhoods  

 Rhynes Neighbourhoods 

 RAF Locking Urban Village 

 West Wick and Worle 

Both SFRAs considered river and tidal flooding, but did not cover either groundwater 
or surface water flooding. Using information from the Level 1 SFRA alongside 1D and 
2D modelling the Level 2 SFRAs produced flood extent, depth, velocity, and hazard 
maps of current and potential future flood risk. 

A.4.8 Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessments 

A site-specific Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is undertaken at planning application 
stage to demonstrate how flood risk to the development itself (from all sources) and 
flood risk to others will be managed now and in the future (including an allowance for 
climate change).  

A.4.9 Sewerage Management Plans 

Sewerage Management Plans involve the development of a time-based intervention 
strategy for a given catchment that understands and balances investment and risk to 
the serviceability of the sewerage network. This moves away from a traditional 
maintenance and rehabilitation planning approach, to an integrated risk based 
approach to sewerage asset management. The Sewerage Risk Management 
approach of SRM5 which is driving Wessex Water’s (ST) AMP5 Sewerage 
Management Planning (SMP) production is now aligned with key industry standards 
and directives such as Capital Maintenance Planning Common Framework 
(CMPCF), A sustainable water industry – to PR09 and beyond (MD219), Making 
Space for Water (MSfW), Water Framework Directive (CEC 2000), Drain and Sewer 

                                            
5
 Both Level 2 SFRAs can be accessed from the North Somerset Website Environment pages: http://www.n-

somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Strategic-flood-risk-
assessment-FAQs.aspx 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Strategic-flood-risk-assessment-FAQs.aspx
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Strategic-flood-risk-assessment-FAQs.aspx
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Environment/Planning_policy_and-research/localplanning/Pages/Strategic-flood-risk-assessment-FAQs.aspx
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Systems Outside Buildings (EN752:2008) and Surface Water Management Plans 
(SWMP). 

 

 


