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Management Plan Overview 

The Kenn Hedge is a native, species-rich hedgerow which forms a green link and wildlife corridor along the 

edge of Nailsea. In its current state, the hedge is thick and varied, providing a wide range of habitats for 

wildlife such as insects, bats and nesting birds. Without management, the hedge would continue to grow 

becoming taller and wider and would eventually become a row of trees, losing some of the biological 

diversity and value for wildlife. Intensive management would result in the loss of dense growth suitable for 

use by nesting birds and significantly change the character and ecological function of the Hedge. Therefore, 

a balance is required with the aim of keeping most sections of the hedgerow ‘tall and leggy’ in the long-term, 

providing a range of habitats for wildlife. The current approach of intermittent, rotational management meets 

this need.  

This Management Plan sets out details of rotational management to maximise the ecological value of the 

Hedge. The Hedge was surveyed in Summer 2017 by a suitably qualified ecologist. The Hedge was 

separated into 30m compartments for survey and management purposes as shown in the figure below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended management includes coppicing and thinning compartments on a 20-25 year rotation, 

gapping up sections in Compartments 2, 3, 9, 12 and 13, selectively coppicing only in Compartments 23 and 

24, creating habitat piles and retaining and promoting mature trees.  Detailed prescriptions are provided on 

Pages 22-27 
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Executive Summary 

The Kenn Hedge forms the eastern boundary of Trendlewood Community Park, a public open space which is 

not subject to nature conservation designations. The Hedge is a green link and wildlife corridor along the 

eastern edge of the town of Nailsea. The Hedge is likely to provide habitat for a range of wildlife including 

nesting birds, roosting bats, reptiles, badger and other mammals (potentially otter) and invertebrates. The 

Hedge is a 700m unfragmented, almost continuous linear corridor and as such, is likely to be important for 

wildlife dispersing through the landscape. This includes horseshoe bats travelling between summer roosts, 

hibernation sites and foraging areas. 

There is likely to have been a vegetated edge to the stream corridor pre-dating all available historic maps 

(pre-1885). There is no definitive information regarding whether this formed a treeline, orchard edge, open 

riparian habitat or dense stock-proof hedge in the past. Based on the current structure and species 

composition of the hedge, it is likely to have provided a field boundary/stock-containing function within the 

past 50 years, but is likely to pre-date this period too. This is supported by mapping which shows the area as 

a field boundary before housing development to the west in the 1980s. The Hedge and associated bridleway 

were retained following a public campaign and the development boundary is between 15-40m from the 

stream edge and 10-35m from the Hedge.   

The adjacent bridleway to the west is heavily used for recreational purposes, with several public footpaths 

and permissive paths also running through short sections of the Hedge. The Hedge is also overlooked by 

numerous properties so has a landscape/aesthetic value.  

This plan covers priorities for a five year period from 2017-2021, although due to the long-term requirements 

for Management, advice is given for a 20-25 rotation cycle. Conservation management objectives during this 

period comprise: 

1) Manage hedgerow habitat to maximise its benefit to biodiversity; 

2) Maintain the extent and structure of scrub habitats;  

3) Protect and maximise the interest of veteran and mature trees; and 

4) Monitor site biodiversity and engage with the local community.  

Prescriptions to meet these objectives include rotational coppice management/felling of Hedge 

compartments (focusing on low diversity or less vigorous compartments first), gapping up or planting native 

whips in very localised areas, selective coppicing only at northern end of the Hedge, long-term rotation 

management of scrub in selected compartments, retaining mature and semi-mature standards and regular 

monitoring and public engagement/involvement.   

 
Please be aware that this Management Plan applies for five years from 2017-2021, with more generic 

prescriptions given for a 20-25 year period. Periodic monitoring and review will be required to assess 

requirements against this Plan and adapt management requirements accordingly.   
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1 General Information 

1.1 Site Description 

Site Name: Kenn Hedge 

Parish: Nailsea 

Local Planning Authority: North Somerset Council 

Central Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: ST484700  

Area: Approximately 690m long (average 3-4m wide, estimated area 0.24 hectares) 

1.1.1 Location and Site Boundary 

The extent of Kenn Hedge is shown in Figure 1 in Appendix A. Access points and public rights of way 

across the site are shown in Figure 2. The Hedge is bordered by an area of parkland, mostly amenity 

grassland, with a well-used bridleway immediately to the west which forms part of Trendlewood 

Community Park. Further compartments of Trendlewood Community Park are connected to the site to 

the west including areas of grassland and woodland. The Hedge is part of ‘Compartment 6’ of the 

Park (see Figure 1). Compartment 6 is enclosed by housing built in the 1980s. There is a stream and 

agricultural land, mostly pasture and grassland cut for silage/fodder as well as some arable fields 

immediately to the east of the Hedge. Fields to the east are mostly bounded by hedgerows with 

occasional ditches. Access to the hedge is via several locations including off Lodge Lane, Bude Close 

and Fowey Close.  

1.1.2 Land Tenure and Management Structure 

Kenn Hedge is within the ownership and management of North Somerset Council (NSC) as part of 

the wider Trendlewood Community Park. NSC have produced a five year management plan for 

Trendlewood Park as a whole; Trendlewood Community Park, Management Plan 2016-2020/21. A 

more detailed Management Plan is required for the Hedge which is the purpose of this document.  

This Plan will become an Appendix in the Trendlewood Community Park Management Plan. The 

site management will be overseen by Samantha Phillips, NSC Natural Environment Officer. The 

Hedge is outside of the existing NSC Grounds Maintenance contract and so will be managed by 

NSC in conjunction with the Friends of Trendlewood Park (FoTP) volunteer group.   

1.1.3 Data, Maps and Photographic Coverage 

Ecological data is held by BRERC and North Somerset Council. Ordnance Survey maps for the site 

are OS Explorer Map 154 – (1:25,000) Bristol West & Portishead and OS Landranger Map Sheet 172 

– (1:50,000) Bristol & Bath. Aerial photographs are available online (e.g. at Google Maps). A 

Management Plan for Trendlewood Community Park from 2016-2020/21 is available (see above). A 

previous management plan produced for the Hedge over ten years ago is no longer sufficient to 
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inform detailed management. This Management Plan has therefore been produced with reference to 

the existing 2016-2020/21 Community Park Management Plan covering the same timescale, although 

a more detailed assessment and prescriptions are provided specifically for the Hedge.  

 

1.2 Environmental Information 

1.2.1 Physical 

The underlying geology is mercia mudstone bedrock with alluvium (clay, silt, sand and gravel 

deposits) associated with the watercourse. The site is 5km from the Severn Estuary and adjacent to 

areas of the North Somerset Levels and Moors so is likely to have historically have been subject to 

high groundwater levels and occasional coastal inundation. The area to the east of the Hedge and 

stream site is within Flood Zone 3 as designated by the Environment Agency. This means it is likely 

to have at least a 1 in 100 year annual probability of river flooding and/or a least a 1 in 200 year risk 

of coastal flooding. The adjacent stream flows north to south, originating to the north-east and 

appearing to flow into Backwell Lake and eventually the River Kenn to the south.   

1.2.2 Biological  

1.2.2.1 Methodology 

Existing data for the site and adjacent land was reviewed using North Somerset Council planning 

portal, NBN gateway, the Multi-Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (MAGIC), the 

Trendlewood Community Park Management Plan and knowledge from Avondale Ecology’s previous 

surveys and knowledge of the Nailsea area. Information reviewed including protected and notable 

species records, designated sites within 1km and wider sites of relevance and existing information on 

management of the Hedge.  

A thorough botanical survey was completed by Sarah Dale, an ecologist with 11 years’ experience of 

botanical surveys and a full member of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management on 

29th June and 12th July 2017. Much of the information below comprises the results of the botanical 

assessment. There was full access to the site and atmospheric conditions were optimal: dry, warm 

and still. The methodology for this survey was to walk the whole site in detail recording all plant 

species and habitat features within the Hedge. The adjacent grassland was not surveyed in detail, 

although the character and an indicative species list of grass and ruderal margins was noted where 

relevant.  

Plant species frequency associated with the Hedge was recorded to DAFOR level where:  

D = Dominant 

A = Abundant 

F= Frequent 

O = Occasional 

R = Rare 
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Incidental records of protected and notable species were also recorded. 

The Hedge was assessed against Hedgerow Regulations 2007 criteria for Important Hedgerows and 

HEGS methodology as detailed in the Hedgerow Survey Handbook 2nd Edition (Defra, 2007) and 

Hedgerow Evaluation and Grading System (HEGS) (Clements, 1992). To enable this assessment, the 

characteristics of approximately 30m sections of the Hedge were recorded working from the south to 

north. The characteristics of each section of hedge were recorded as well as the species present. For 

example, association with watercourses or banks was recorded, as well as any connections to other 

hedgerows or landscape features. The survey focused on nature conservation interest. Other factors 

such as access, amenity or landscape considerations were only recorded where these are relevant to 

the value and management of the Hedge for nature conservation purposes.  Practical considerations 

such as access for management were also taken into account. 

Detailed protected species were not completed but the following information was recorded: 

 Whether any trees have the potential to support roosting bats using the criteria detailed in Bat 

Surveys for Professional Ecologists – Good Practice Guidelines 3rd Edition (Collins Ed, 2016);  

 Any bird species incidentally recorded during the survey including the location of any active 

nests;  

 The suitability of the hedgerow to support hazel dormouse; 

 Any evidence of other protected or notable species to be present including badger,  

great crested newt, water vole, otter or reptiles; and 

 An assessment of potential to be an important wildlife corridor.  

An exhaustive survey for badger setts and bird nests was not completed due to difficulties with access 

into dense vegetation inside the Hedge. However, well-used badger setts should have been evident 

from bare earth, digging and well-used trails through vegetation.  

1.2.2.2 Findings - Habitats 

Hedge compartments are shown on Figure 2 in Appendix A. Site photographs are included in 

Appendix B. A detailed list of species found within different 30m compartments is found in Table 1. 

The characteristics of each section are provided in Table 2.  

Kenn Hedge is a mature and thick hedgerow, mostly comprised of a dense shrub layer to 7m in 

height with occasional mature standards i.e. a scrubby hedgerow with trees. Blackthorn dominates 

in some areas but species-diversity is relatively high and the most prevalent species is hazel. Nearly 

all species are native with no sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and only a small horse-chestnut 

sapling at the northern end. There has been limited recent management, and so the minimum height 

of the shrub layer hedgerow is 4m, providing high nature conservation value. The character of the 

Hedge mostly varies between ‘tall and leggy’ and ‘untrimmed with outgrowths’.  Overall, the 

hedgerow is intact with less than 5% gaps. The most obvious gap in a section appears to have been 

cleared relatively recently (in the past ten years) around several mature oaks in compartment 12. 
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There are also occasional small sections of dense bramble where shrubs have not recolonised as 

well as dense scrub where the structure of the Hedge is no longer obvious from the western side. 

There are six native woody species on average per 30m compartment. 

The Hedge does not consistently have any of the key problems identified in the Hedgerow Survey 

Handbook e.g. poor growth at base, gappiness or non-native species and therefore is considered to 

be in overall Favourable Condition. The Hedge varies slightly from north to south, with the northern 

end on average containing more mature standards and a higher species diversity, and the south 

end comprising a shrub layer within few mature trees, although there is some variability. This implies 

that there has been more frequent clearance/management of the southern end over time.  

The stream in a ditch runs the entire length of the eastern boundary of the Hedge from north to 

south. The Hedge is associated with the western bank of the stream, which is mostly steep-sided 

and vegetated with grasses and ruderal species. The eastern edge of the Hedge appears to be 

regularly/annually managed (likely by flail) to keep the watercourse open. The appearance of the 

Hedge on the eastern side is therefore more dense. The western side is more variable, but mostly 

comprises longer grass and ruderal margins between less than 1m to 6m wide with colonising 

bramble and suckering blackthorn. Management of the grass margins is covered by the 

Trendlewood Management Plan. Grass margins are important for a range of species, providing 

habitat for invertebrates including butterflies and moths, as well as reptiles and amphibians. There is 

6m wide buffer of long grassland beside blackthorn scrub in Compartment 4 which has been 

retained and possibly reseeded to provide habitat for a range of wildlife (see Trendlewood 

Community Park Management Plan).  

Kenn Hedge is connected to other native species-rich hedgerows to the east and west at the north 

end and a more, gappy hedge/riparian edge along garden boundaries to the south i.e. a total of 

three nodal connections. There are perpendicular hedgerows to the east as well as short, 

fragmented sections of hedgerow to the west. However, as these are separated by the stream 

corridor, these are not considered to be direct nodal connections.  

Ground flora species associated with mature, species-rich hedges as listed in Schedule 2 of the 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997 were recorded in Compartments 6-9, 12-14, 18 and 20-24. A total of 

six species were recorded out of the 57 species listed on the Schedule. Overall, the average 

number of ground flora recorded was relatively low at 0.88 species per compartment. However, it 

should be noted that a higher incidence may have been recorded in a survey in April/May when 

shrubs and scrub growth is less vigorous and cover is less dense. Species recorded are detailed in 

Table 2 and included wood avens, lords-and-ladies, dog’s mercury, herb Robert and fern species.  

The Hedgerow Regulations are detailed in Appendix C. The Hedgerow meets the definition of an 

‘Important’ hedgerow under the Regulations and meets ‘species-rich’ criteria for the following 

reasons: 

 The hedgerow marks the boundary of a historic parish or township existing before 1850; 
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 The hedgerow is adjacent to a public right of way (not counting an adopted highway) and 

includes at least four woody species as defined in Schedule 3 of the Regulations plus at least 

two Associated Features; and 

 The hedgerow includes at least six woody species plus at least three Associated Features 

including a ditch for at least half the length of the hedgerow, gaps of no more than 10% of the 

length of the hedgerow and at least one standard tree on average per 50m of hedgerow. 

The HEGS score results in an assessment of Grade 1 i.e. of High to Very High Conservation Value 

(see Appendix D). 

Trees within the hedgerow covered by Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) are detailed in Table 3 and 

shown in Appendix D. Many of these trees also provide habitat for bats, birds and invertebrates 

including species reliant on deadwood (saproxylic invertebrates).  
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Table 1  Frequency of Hedgerow Species 

  

Woody Species (Schedule 3) Compartment 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Field maple Acer campestre R O O - - - - F O R - - O - - O - - - O - O F F 

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea R F - - - - - - - - R - - F R - F R O R - - - F 

Hazel Corylus avellana O F D F O D D F D A A A D A F F - - - R R A F A 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna A F - O - O R F - O F F O - F F F A F - O O F F 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior F R F O F - R O F R F R O O - - - - F O - - O F 

Spindle Euonymus europaea - - - - - R - O - - - - R - - - - - R R - - F F 

Holly Ilex aquifolium - - - - - - O O - - R - O O R - - - - R - - R - 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa A D R D D A F F A D A F F A D D D D D D D A F A 

Pedunculate oak Quercus robur - O - O R - R R R - R F O - F O O - - O F F O F 

Rose species Rosa sp. - - - - R - - - - R - - O - - O - O - - R R O - 

Elder Sambucus nigra - - - - - - - - - - - - O - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total Species 6 7 4 5 5 4 6 8 5 6 7 5 10 5 6 6 4 4 5 8 5 6 9 8 

Ground flora species (Schedule 2) 

Lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum - - - - - R R R - - - - R - - - - R - - R - O R 

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum - - - - - - - - - - - - R R - - - - - - - - - - 

Fern species - - - - - - - R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R R 

Hart’s tongue Asplenium scolopendrium - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R R 

Dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis - - - - - - - - - - - O - - - - - - - O - O O O 

Wood avens Geum urbanum - - - - - R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R - 

Total species 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 5 4 

Other species (not Hedgerow Regulations) 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - O - 

Black bryony Tamus communis - O - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - R 
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Table 2  Characteristics of Hedge Compartments 

Comp. OS Reference (ST) Description Height (m) Width 
(m) 

No. of 
standards 

1 Start 48272 69858 
End  48293 69868 

Evidence of previous coppicing but mature, thick hedgerow. Dense bramble 
Rubus fruticosus in central section. Ruderal margins with hogweed Heracleum 
splondylium, docks Rumex sp., blackthorn saplings & nettle Urtica dioica. Bird 
box on mature ash at south end in poor state of repair.  

Shrubs 4 
Standards 10 

3-4 3 x ash 

2 Start 48272 69858 
End  48300 69895 

Mature hedge with gap under telegraph wires. Dense bramble & increasingly 
sparse trees at western edge. Bridge over stream in centre of section. 
Evidence of previous coppice management. Margins include bramble, 
blackthorn saplings, cock’s-foot Dacylis glomerata, hedge bindweed Calystegia 
sepium, occasional nettle & meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria along the 
stream.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 12 

4-5 1 x oak 
1 x ash 

3 Start 48300 69895 
End  48316 69928 

Mature, thick hedge with evidence of previous coppice management of hazel 
and ash. Open in centre of hedge. Ruderal margin including dense bramble, 
hogweed, cock’s-foot & nettle. 

Shrubs 6 
Standards 14 

10+ 1 x ash 

4 Start 48316 69928 
End  48337 69942 

Thick hedge, dominated by blackthorn scrub. 6m wide long grassland margin to 
path with vetch Vicia species, bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, silverweed 
Potentilla anserina, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, Yorkshire fog 
Holcus lanatus & cock’s-foot. Reptile potential (sward 20cm-1.5m tall). Areas of 
ruderal including bramble, nettle and willowherb Epilobium species. Blackthorn 
saplings at southern end around ash standard. Relatively low species diversity. 

Shrubs 6 
Standards 12 

7-12 1 x ash 

5 Start 48337 69942 
End  48351 69971 

Mostly blackthorn thicket with ash. Some blackthorn in poor condition (die 
back). More open area in centre of thicket. Relatively low species diversity. 
Narrow margin of bramble and nettle adjacent to mown verge.   

Shrubs 6 
Standards 12 

4-6 1 x ash 

6 Start 48351 69971 
End  48381 69984 

Dense blackthorn scrub at south end becoming formerly coppice-managed 
hazel at north end. Less thick scrub than to south. Planted ash, oaks & silver 
birch opposite.  

Shrubs 5 1.5-4 None 

7 Start 48381 69984 
End  48398 70018 

Mature hedge, mostly formerly coppice-managed hazel with small ash and oak 
standards. Margin of blackthorn saplings, ragwort & scattered bramble by 
mown grassland to west.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 14 

2-4 1 x ash 
1 x oak 

8 Start 48398 70018 
End  48410 70029 

Variable section of mature hedge with mature/veteran standards, formerly 
coppice-managed hazel (some mature) and blackthorn. Narrow verge to mown 
grassland with nettle & docks. 

Shrubs 5 
Standards 15 

2-4 1 x ash 
1 x oak 
1 x field 
maple 
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9 Start 48410 70029 
End  48437 70058 

Mature hedge, mostly hazel & blackthorn with occasional taller field maple and 
ash. Hazel formerly coppice-managed. No grass verge. Gap colonised by 
dense bramble at south end.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 15 

2-4 1 x ash 

10 Start 48437 70058 
End  48457 70080 

Mature hedge, mostly blackthorn & hazel. Evidence of previous coppice 
management. Hazel showing signs of poor growth in places, although saplings 
are colonising at the edges. 1m ruderal verge including blackthorn saplings, 
meadowsweet and docks by mown grassland.  

Shrubs 7 
 

4-5 None 

11 Start 48457 70080 
End  48475 70095 

Variable section, mostly hazel and blackthorn species with 2-3m bramble 
margin in places. Previous evidence of coppice management of hazel. Mature 
ash multi-stem standard, previous coppice. Open boundaries to opposite 
houses.  

Shrubs 7 
Standards 14 

4-6 1 x ash 

12 Start 48475 70095 
End  48499 70121 

Intact, mature hedgerow at south end; open with scattered scrub & oak 
standards at north end (likely hedge previously cleared). Long grass verge up 
to 4m from stream banks in open section with docks, Yorkshire fog, cock’s-foot, 
hogweed, dog’s mercury, teasel & occasional ash, hazel & blackthorn saplings. 
Narrower under trees. Dead thorn tree at south end. Bird box on northernmost 
oak.  

Shrubs 5 
Standards 15 

1-4 2 x oak 

13 Start 48499 70121 
End  48537 70142 

Open and low (appears to be annually managed) 1.5m hedge at south end with 
dense, tall, mature hedge at north end. Bird box on mature field maple. 
Mammal trail (possibly dog) over stream and through perpendicular hedgerow. 
Tall grass verge 1-2m at south end, no verge at north end.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 13 

1-4 1 x field 
maple 

14 Start 48537 70142 
End  48554 70167 

Mature hedge. Evidence of previous coppice management. Less than 0.5m 
verge with grasses and nettle, regularly mown to hedgerow edge.   

Shrubs 6 
Standards 15 

2-4 1 x ash 

15 Start 48554 70167 
End  48574 70195 

Mature, thick hedge, mostly blackthorn and hazel with mature oak standards. 
Less than 1m verge with occasional dense bramble. Previous evidence of 
coppice-management.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 13 

3-4 2 x oak 

16 Start 48574 70195 
End  48584 70223 

Mature hedge, mostly blackthorn, hazel (although less frequent than in other 
sections) and hawthorn with mature oak standards. 1m verge with colonising 
nettle and bramble.  

Shrubs 7 
Standards 15 

2-4 2 x oak 

17 Start 48584 70223 
End  48601 70237 

Less diverse than other sections, dominated by blackthorn. No evidence of 
previous management. 1-2.5m verge with nettle, grasses & colonising bramble. 
Large number of house sparrows calling in dense vegetation.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 13 

3-4 1 x oak 

18 Start 48601 70237 
End  48625 70249 

Less diverse than other sections, mostly blackthorn.  No evidence of previous 
management. Ivy on trees in places. Very narrow verge (<1m) of nettle, 
bramble & grasses by mown amenity grassland.  

Shrubs 5 
 

2-3 None 
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19 Start 48625 70249 
End  48658 70243 

No evidence of recent management, although ash standard is multi-stem (likely 
historic coppicing). Colonising bramble, especially in narrow (<1m verge) 
mostly grassy verge. 

Shrubs 6 
Standards 15 

2-3 1 x ash 

20 Start 48658 70243 
End  48664 70272 

Mature hedge with ash & field maple standards. Footpath through south end of 
compartment. Diverse section, with steep sloping bank to stream. 1-2.5m 
grassy verge with suckering blackthorn and nettle.  

Shrubs 5 
Standards 8 

3 1 x ash 
1 x field 
maple 

21 Start 48664 70272 
End  48682 70312 

No evidence of recent management. Mature hedge with mature oak standard. 
Narrow (1m) verge, mostly grassy with suckering blackthorn & colonising 
bramble.  

Shrubs 5 
Standards 11 

4 1 x oak 

22 Start 48682 70312 
End  48695 70306 

Mature, thick hedge with evidence of historic coppice management of hazel. 
Mature oak standard & path through hedge at north end of compartment. 
Narrow verge (<1m), mostly bramble.  

Shrubs 6 
Standards 12 

3-4 1 x oak 

23 Start 48695 70306 
End  48716 70360 

Diverse, thick mature hedgerow which has outgrown to become a narrow strip 
of secondary woodland. Unsurfaced path through centre. Number of mature 
standards including oak, field maple & ash.  Garden waste dumped by path. 
Narrow verge (<1m) including suckering blackthorn, bramble & grasses. 
Structural diversity including ground flora, shrub layer, canopy and standards. 
Evidence of historic coppice management.  

Shrubs 6-7 
Standards 13 

6-7 2 x ash 
2 x oak 
1 x field 
maple 

24 Start 48716 70360 
End  48747 69365 

Very diverse, thick mature hedgerow which has outgrown to become a narrow 
strip of secondary woodland. Unsurfaced path through centre. Several mature 
standards of oak & ash. Gate at north end. Narrow verge (<1m) including 
suckering blackthorn & bramble. Structural diversity including ground flora, 
shrub layer, canopy and standards. Evidence of historic coppice management. 

Shrubs 7 
Standards 12 

5-6 3 x oak 
1 x field 
maple 
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1.2.2.3 Findings – Fauna  

There are records for common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus 

pygmaeus, serotine Eptesicus serotinus, noctule Nyctalus noctula, Daubenton’s Myotis daubentonii 

and brown long-eared Plecotus auritus bats within 1km. A further eight bat species are known to be 

present in North Somerset, with most likely to be present in the Nailsea area. There are two Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) component units of the North Somerset and Mendip Bats Special 

Area of Conservation (SAC) within 10km; Brockley Hall Stables SSSI 3.3km south-west and King’s 

Wood and Urchin Wood SSSI 5.6km south-west. Both are designated due to the presence of 

breeding sites for greater horseshoe Rhinolophus ferrumequinum bats. The woodland is also 

designated due to hibernating populations of lesser Rhinolophus hipposideros and greater 

horseshoe bats. There is also a large known maternity colony of lesser horseshoe bats at 

Tyntesfield 2.5km north-east.  

Trees within the Hedge with potential to support roosting bats are detailed in Table 3 and shown in 

Figure 2. There were at least eight trees with bat roost potential within the Hedge. Not all trees could 

be thoroughly assessed from ground level due to dense canopy cover at the time of the survey. 

Trees with obvious bat potential were recorded and are mapped in Figure 2. It should be noted that 

dense ivy can provide habitat for roosting bats. For the most part, ivy growth within the hedge is too 

sparse to provide suitable roosting features. However, there are denser, more tangled stems which 

offer low suitability potential roost features in places, especially in Compartments 23 and 24. Nearby 

housing and buildings are also likely to support roosting bat populations. Horseshoe bats often use 

linear corridors in the landscape. Other bat species also preferentially forage around habitat fringes 

and the combination of the stream and mature hedgerow edge is likely to support an abundance 

and diversity of invertebrate prey. Therefore, it should be assumed that Kenn Hedge is likely to be 

an important corridor for bat species, and may be a key flightline for horseshoe bats dispersing 

between roosts and feeding grounds in the wider landscape. 

There are records of numerous birds of conservation concern (RSPB, 2015) within 1km of the 

hedge. Several species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

have been recorded including kingfisher Alcedo atthis and barn owl Tyto alba. Red and amber list 

birds of conservation concern which use dense vegetation such as hedges have been recorded in 

the area including house sparrow Passer domesticus, song thrush Turdus philomelos, bullfinch 

Pyrrhula pyrrhula and green woodpecker Picus viridis. Ground nesting species such as 

yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella also rely on dense hedgerow bases for nesting and for foraging. 

Incidental species recorded during the survey including birds of conservation concern subject to 

recent population declines such as song thrush, house sparrow and Herring gull Larus argentatus 

as well as green list species such as wood pigeon Collumba palumbus, magpie Pica pica, robin 

Erithacus rubecula and buzzard Buteo buteo. No active nests were incidentially found, but the 

Hedge is likely to provde nesting habitat for a range of garden, urban fringe and farmland edge bird 
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species. Kingfisher are unlikely to nest along the stream but may use it as a habitat corridor. Barn 

owl may forage over fields to the east.  

There are no hazel dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius records within 1km of the hedge. Hazel 

dormouse preferentially use dense, continuous hedgerows with a diversity of species. The Hedge is 

of an ideal structure and good species composition to be used by dormice, particularly given the 

prevalence of hazel. Dormice often occur in relatively low densities throughout large, connected 

areas of continous suitable habitat. Therefore, the hedgerow may be too isolated for use to be likely, 

with the closest area of continuous woodland over 1.2km to the north. The hedgerow/riparian 

corridor to the south becomes less suitable for dormice and connecting hedgerows are also 

sub-optimal. However, there is a chance that a remnant dormouse population could persist in the 

Hedge.  

There are badger Meles meles records within 1km. There were obvious mammals trails through the 

centre of the Hedge in places which indicate likely use by badger. No obvious sett entrances were 

found. There is a risk of setts being present buried in dense blackthorn or bramble scrub (e.g. in 

Compartment 4), although the presence of a main sett is considered to be unlikely.    

There are records for grass snake Natrix natrix and adder Vipera berus within 1km. The adder 

record is close to the hedge corridor; misidentification of grass snakes as adders is common when 

reported to public data bases. There is limited extensive areas of habitat for reptiles, with the only 

notable area of long grassland likely to support reptile populations within Compartment 4. However, 

it is likely that individual/low populations of slow worm Anguis fragilis and grass snake will use the 

eastern and western margins of the hedge, particularly rough grass margins to the west. Grass 

snake are commonly found associated with wetland habitats.  Adder are extremely unlikely to be 

present given poor connectivity to larger areas of more suitable habitats. There are no records for 

great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) within 1km, so although the Hedge offers suitable terrestrial 

habitat for GCN, the species is not considered likely to be present. Other amphibian species, 

including common toad Bufo bufo are likely to use habitat within the Hedge to shelter.  

There are recent records for otter Lutra lutra within 1km. The adjacent stream is suitable for use by 

otter as habitat corridor through the landscape, although is unlikely to provide a regular source of 

food. Otters are known to use Backwell Lake and so the stream may be an important corridor 

between the Lake and other rivers/streams on the Levels and Moors including the Land Yeo to the 

north-east. The Hedge is mostly unsuitable for use as a resting place (‘couch’) or breeding site 

(‘holt’) by otter due to lack of sheltered and undisturbed locations which could be used for prolonged 

periods. However, it is likely that otter may travel along the vegetated edge of the stream, using 

dense vegetation as cover and sporadic use of short-term lying up sites/couches at night is possible.   

There are no records of water vole Arvicola amphibius within 1km. The stream corridor is potentially 

suitable for use by the species. A full survey of the stream for evidence of otter of water vole was 

outside the scope of the survey.   
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There are numerous records for hedgehog Erinaceous europaeus within 1km. Dense habitat and 

scrub around the base of the Hedge provides ideal habitat for this species.  

There are no recent European Protected Species licence applications within 1km of the hedge.  

1.2.3 Non-native Species 

No non-native invasive species were recorded during the botanical survey. However, as invasive 

species can spread rapidly, particular with regular recreational use of the site, the Hedge will need 

to be actively monitored for evidence of colonisation by invasive species. This particularly applies to 

Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandifera which frequently spreads along watercourses and can grow 

in shaded conditions, although this species is not prevalent within North Somerset.  

Other species to be viligant for include American mink Neovision vison, which is a voracious 

predator and is a major threat to the water vole Arvicola amphibious. This species is likely to be 

present in the area. Use of rafts could be considered periodically to monitor for evidence of use by 

mink and mink control could be considered.  

 

Table 3  Trees with Bat Roost Potential and Tree Preservation Orders 

Compartment Tree Species OS Ref. 
(ST) 

Bat Roost Potential TPO 

13 Oak 4851470115 Yes (moderate/high) – likely callus 
rolls and split at 6m on SW. Also bird 
box attached. 

T32 

13 Field Maple 4852170119 No obvious features T31 

15 Oak 4857170181 Yes (high) – callus roll at 7m E, split at 
9m E, gap in callus roll at 9m NE, likely 
other features at height 

T24 

16 Oak 4857570185 No obvious features T23 

16 2 x Oak 4858370215 No obvious features, possibly obscured 
by dense canopy 

T21 & 
T22 

17 Oak 4859170229 Yes (moderate) – crevices 7-9m SE & 
E, flaking bark on N at 12m 

T20 

21 Oak 4868270319 Yes (moderate) – crack in limbs at 3-
4m E & 6m W, callus rolls 

T9 

22 Oak 4869170325 No obvious features but dense ivy to 7m 
and may be other features at height.  

T8 

23 Oak 4871170339 No obvious features but dead crown & 
may be features at height 

T7 

23 Ash 4871870341 Yes (moderate) – callus rolls, may be 
other features at height 

- 

24 Oak 4872970347 No obvious features but dying crown – 
may be features at height 

T6 

23 & 24 Oak & ash 4873970345 Yes (moderate) – dead limb, flaking 
bark, vertical split at 7m NE. Likely 
other features at height. Oak also has 
bird box attached 

T5 

24 Field Maple 4875570354 No T4 

24 Oak 4875970358 Yes – callus rolls at height may be 
suitable 

T3 
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1.3 Cultural Information 

1.3.1 Archaeology 

Based on historic mapping (www.old-maps.co.uk), the stream has been intact since at least 1885, 

previously with less fragmentation to the south which has arisen as a result of the expansion of the 

town. The source of the stream appears to be along Backwell Bow to the north-east, with the stream 

passing under the track before flowing south. Whilst the stream is clearly shown on historic 

mapping, it is unclear to what extent the edge of the watercourse was vegetated. Mapping from 

pre-1885 indicates that the western bank of the stream was likely to have been tree or hedge-lined. 

This is less clear in later mapping.  

1.3.2 Past Land Use 

The housing to the west was constructed in the 1980s. Before this, the area comprised fields (likely 

pasture) with scattered farmsteads, with Trendlewood Way forming the eastern boundary of Nailsea. 

Therefore, it is likely that the Hedge was more frequently managed as part of an agricultural regime 

before this period. Before the 1960s, some of the surrounding area was also covered by 

orchard/small plantation woodland. The area to the west of the stream, within the cover of the 

existing hedge appears to have been woodland/orchard in part from before the 1900s. The area to 

the east has historically remain as enclosed agricultural fields, likely grazing meadows in the 

floodplain of the stream.  

1.3.3 Current Land Use 

The Hedgerow forms the eastern boundary of Trendlewood Community Park. This is a popular 

recreational area for local residents and dogwalkers, including the bridleway immediately to the west 

of the Hedge. The area is managed by regular cutting/maintenance so the hedge is not used to 

contain livestock.  

 

1.4 Public Interest 

1.4.1 Stakeholders 

The site is owned and managed by North Somerset Council. The wider Trendlewood Communty 

Park is managed under NSC’s current Grounds Maintenance contract. The Hedge is currently 

outside of this contract. Nailsea Town Council are a stakeholder in the management of the Park, 

due to the importance as green infrastructure features, providing an management grant to the FoTP 

volunteer group. Other local organisations such as Somerset Wood Recycling Project also provide 

support. Numerous properties, particularly from roads leading off Turnbury Avenue, have elevations 

facing towards the Hedgerow and many of the local residents have a keen interest in management 

of the Hedge.  

 

http://www.old-maps.co.uk/
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1.4.2 Visitors and Tourism 

Trendlewood Community Park is mostly used by local residents rather than providing a draw for 

visitors from outside the area. The Hedge forms a clearly defined boundary to the current eastern 

edge of the Nailsea urban fringe.  

1.4.3 Access, Facilities and Infrastructure 

Access on foot to Trendlewood Community Park including the Hedge is via footpath at the southern 

end, off Fowey Close, off Helston Road, off Bude Close, off Vynes Way and from Backwell Bow. An 

unsurfaced bridleway runs north to south through the mown grassland to the west of the Hedge 

within Trendlewood Park. There are also public footpaths through the hedge in compartments 2 and 

20 with footbridges over the stream opposite St Austell Close and opposite Oakhill Close which are 

both part of a network of public footpaths leading east. There is also a well-used permissive path 

through the centre of the Hedge in compartments 23 and 24. There are also interconnecting 

footpaths to the north and south. There is no designated parking associated with the wider 

Trendlewood Park; hence the majority of use is by local residents. There are no public facilities 

associated with this area of Trendlewood Park. There is an existing interpretation board by the 

footpath entrance on Fowey Close. There are occasional benches and dog fouling bins. Cycle 

parking is not considered to be required. Use by cyclists may be infrequent as more convenient, 

surfaced routes are locally available.   

1.4.4 Issues/Problems 

The Hedge and associated area of Trendlewood Park is openly accessible and is therefore at risk of 

vandalism, fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour. However, the Hedge is overlooked from the west by 

housing and forms a narrow belt of habitat. These factors have resulted in few issues with damage 

or disruption. There is some localised evidence of dumping of garden waste and occasional litter but 

no large scale fly tipping.   

Existing issues are dog control and dog fouling, despite the presence of dog bins. Access for dogs is 

part of the Park’s function as a public open space. Therefore, use by dogs has to be maintained 

whilst minimising negative impacts which result. These include potential for illness as a result of dog 

fouling. Littering is also an occasional problem at the site. 

Local residents have differing views about management of the Hedge, with views of the open fields 

beyond preferable to some, whilst others prefer the privacy and nature conservation benefits 

provided by the Hedge. The closest property boundary is approximately 8m from the Hedge, with 

most property boundaries at least 15-20m from the Hedge.  
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2 Evaluation of Features 

The evaluation of the site relates in this management plan to nature conservation value. Features are 

considered in the context of access, recreation, aesthetic benefit to residents, but this is not a direct 

consideration in this assessment. Management specifically to achieve these objectives would need to 

be considered separately. However, most of the management prescriptions should have 

supplementary benefits.  

 

2.1 Site in a Wider Perspective 

The Hedge provides an important ecological corridor along the eastern edge of Nailsea, as well as 

adding to the character of Trendlewood Community Park. The bridleway and park associated with the 

Hedge provides well-used green infrastructure, connected to other compartments of the Community 

Park. There is open countryside to the east, but very few hedgerows in the wider area which would 

remain as unfragmented and in the management of one single organisation. Therefore, Kenn Hedge 

already provides a key function of providing ecologically valuable habitats and enhancing public open 

space and connecting local residents to nature alongside a key access route for horseriders, cyclists 

and pedestrians. The length of the Hedge and ownership within the Community Park offers an 

oppountunity to maintain and enhance the habitat for wildlife.  

 

2.2 Site Designation 

The only statutory designated site within 1km is Backwell Lake/Bucklands Pool Local Nature 

Reserve (LNR) 630m south-west. The Hedge is not designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS). LWS 

within 1km including Nailsea and Tickenham Moors LWS (including Backwell Lake) 630m 

south-west, Lodge Lane (Pond and adjacent fields) LWS 650m north and Watercress Wood LWS 

1km east. Due to the distance of these sites from the Hedge, these are not of direct relevance to 

management considerations.  Based on the North Somerset Council planning map, there are no 

recent or pending planning applications or consents of note related to the Hedge and surrounding 

area. The site is designated as a Community Park and has been awarded Green Flag status for the 

past five years. Consideration should be given in the future to designating the Hedge and 

associated habitats within Trendlewood Community Park as a Local Wildlife Site, a non-statutory 

designation which protects sites in the long-term through the planning process, if these meets the 

criteria. 

2.3  Prioritisation of Features 

The Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) process has identified national and local habitats and species 

which are a ‘priority’ for conservation. This is due to recent declines in extent. Nationally, protection of 

UK BAP priority habitats and species is underpinned by the Natural Environment and Rural 
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Communities Act 2006. More information is provided online via the NBN Gateway (www.nbn.org.uk) 

and the JNCC website (http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5155 ). Local BAP priorities are set out in Action 

for Nature – North Somerset Council Biodiversity Action Plan 2005 (NSC, 2005). 

Hedgerows are defined as ‘any boundary line of trees or shrubs over 20m long and less than 5m wide 

and where any gaps between the trees or shrub species are less than 20m wide’. Hedgerows meet 

the UK BAP criteria if they consist of 80% or more cover of at least one woody UK native species. For 

more information, see jncc.defra.gov.uk/Docs/UKBAP_BAPHabitats-17-Hedgerows.doc.   

Kenn Hedge clearly meets UK BAP Hedgerow priority habitat criteria and is also an Important and 

species-rich hedgerow as defined by the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. Field boundaries are also local 

priority habitats as listed in Action for Nature.  

Marginal habitats including semi-improved grass and ruderal margins are not priority habitats and not 

of key importance in the wider context. However, their management should still be considered overall 

priorities for Trendlewood Park. Tall/rough grass margins provide habitat for a range of wildlife 

species. Dense scrub, whilst not a priority habitat in its own right, supports a range of invertebrate 

species as well as providing important habitat for nesting birds and other fauna. Managing the scrub 

appropriately to create a varied range of habitats for wildlife should also be a priority. 

Compartments 23 and 24 at the northern end have succeeded into an area which is more 

characteristic of lowland mixed deciduous woodland in terms of structure and species composition. 

This is also a UK BAP and local BAP habitat. However, as the boundary edge with the stream bank 

still comprises a clear row of dense and continuous shrub cover and meets hedgerow criteria for 

classification, these compartments are still considered to be part of the Hedge. Prescriptions specific 

to individual compartments are detailed where appropriate.    

Whilst veteran and mature standard trees are part of the hedgerow habitat, they are a high 

conservation priority in their own right. These trees are also of high value for wildlife including roosting 

bats, nesting birds and saproxylic and other invertebrate communities. Prescriptions have been 

detailed separately for these features. Such trees are also of high landscape value and hence many 

have also been designated as TPOs.  

Management of the stream (riparian) corridor is not within the scope of this management plan. Indirect 

impacts as a result of management prescriptions have however been taken into consideration.  

Management priorities are detailed in Table 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5155
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Table 4  Priority Features for Management 

Feature Status Reason for Inclusion 

Native hedgerow UK BAP/S41 & NSC BAP 
habitat, habitat for notable 
species 

This is a UK and local priority habitat. If 
managed favourably, this habitat is likely 
to support protected & notable species 

Dense scrub Habitat for notable species Likely to be important habitat for birds & 
invertebrates, potentially for notable 
species 

Mature/veteran 
trees 

TPOs & habitat for notable 
species 

Many protected by TPOs & important 
habitat for bats, birds & invertebrates 
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3 Management Objectives 

3.1  Factors Influencing Management  

3.1.1 Natural Trends 

Without management, succession will occur as shrubs continue to grow, with some gaining 

dominance over others, particularly taller or faster growing species. Overtime, the Hedge would 

become taller and wider with more standards emerging above the shrub layer. Eventually, a narrow 

treeline with a less dense/dying shrub layer would form in narrow sections, with wider sections 

succeeeding to secondary woodland, as in Compartments 23 and 24. In areas of dense blackthorn 

scrub, this would occur more slowly due to overshading, with species diversity unlikely to increase 

or additional standards slower to become established.  Over a long period of time, mature shrubs 

become less productive, producing less fruit or flowers and therefore becoming of less value to 

wildlife. Some shrubs/trees will eventually die back, to be replaced by new colonising saplings.  

3.1.2 Human Induced Trends 

The only current active management appears to be regular mowning of the amenity grassland along 

the adjacent bridleway and annual cutting of the grass and ruderal margins to the Hedge which 

stops scrub encroachment. There is also annual/regular management of the eastern edge with the 

stream (likely by flail) to keep the watercourse clear of encroaching scrub and trees. As a result, the 

eastern edge appears much denser and more like a traditional hedgerow. There appears to have 

been very little management to the western edge of the Hedge (aside from the margins). Based on 

the size of coppice stools, the entire Hedge is likely to have been under some form of coppice 

management within the past 20-30 years but not within the past 10-15 years. Trampling within the 

paths through the hedge has kept areas within Compartments 23 and 24 and the footpaths clear of 

vegetation.  

3.1.3 Legal Constraints and Obligations 

The following legislation and directives relate to this plan;    

 The Hedgerow Regulations 1997; 

 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (EU legislation so will apply until 

at least 2018); 

 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006;    

 Protection of Badgers Act 1992    

 Deer Act 1991 (amended 2007)    

 The Town and Country Planning Act 1990  

 Health and Safety at Work Act 1974   

 Occupier’s Liability Acts of 1957 and 1984    
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 Criminal Damage Act 1971    

 The Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989   

 The Environment Protection Act 1990   

 The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005   

Further detail and links to full legislation text are shown in Appendix C.  

3.1.4 Management Constraints 

Any management must consider continued safe use of the site by the public, particularly if access is 

required by vehicles. Care will need to be taken to avoid damage to the ground or stranding of 

vehicles in wetter conditions. Storage of any materials or waste will need to consider recreational use 

and access. Appropriate signage will need to be used.   

Coppice management can be labour intensive. Long-term management must consider cost-effective 

measures to maximise biodiversity interest with a realistic level of input.  

The NSC Natural Environment Officer responsible for co-ordinating the management for this site also 

manages a number of other sites. The time input available by contractors is also limited. Therefore, 

effective use of time to maximise biodiversity gain needs to be considered. Engagement of volunteers 

may help to assist with management and monitoring, although time required for community 

engagement also needs to be considered.  

 

3.2 Objectives for Prioritised Features 

Four key objectives were identified. A summary of objectives is provided in Table 5.  

Table 5  Management Objectives 

Objective Description 

1 Manage hedgerow habitat to maximise its benefit to biodiversity 

2 Maintain the extent and structure of scrub habitats 

3 Protect and maximise the interest of veteran and mature trees 

4 Monitor site biodiversity and engage with the local community 

Where responsibilities are detailed below, NEO = NSC Natural Environment Officer, C=contractor, 

O = Other (Specified) 

3.2.1 Objective 1: Manage Hedgerow to Maximise Biodiversity Benefit 

Native hedgerows are a national and local priority habitat. Although this habitat is widespread in the 

local area, it is uncommon to have an intact species-rich unfragmented hedgerow of 700m long. The 

hedgerow is tall and thick so is already of biodiversity benefit to birds and invertebrates as well as a 

range of other wildlife. However, it is important to achieve a range of structures within a hedge. The 

Hedge includes mature trees, a shrub layer, base and bank and margins. To maximise biodiversity 

benefits, a range of successional stages should be available, to retain opportunities for nesting or 

shelter in dense vegetation as well as encouraging new growth to promote fruiting and flowering. 
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Management must always be designed appropriately to minimise impacts e.g. avoid removing entire 

winter food sources for birds, avoid disturbance during the bird nesting season, etc. 

Conservation objectives for management of the Hedge are: 

a) to maintain and restore connectivity to provide continued ecological function as a dispersal 

corridor for wildlife; 

b) to maintain and manage compartments to encourage a high diversity of woody and ground 

flora species; 

c) to promote vigorous growth of fruiting and flowering species to provide food sources for 

wildlife; and 

d) To maintain an optimal height and structure of the hedgerow to provide shelter for wildlife.  

 

This is consistent with but also builds upon objectives A.5.3.3 and A5.4 of the Trendlewood 

Communty Park Management Plan. The management prescriptions to prevent scrub encroachment of 

paths and grassland should be followed as per the existing plan.  

The decision regarding how regularly to manage a hedge should consider a range of factors including 

management budget and resources, any requirements for stockprofing and aesthetics/landscape 

value. Given the length of the Hedge, a long-term rotational management regime is likely to be the 

optimum approach to achieve multiple objectives in a cost-efficient manner. To maintain the existing 

nature conservation value of the Hedge, some compartments should remain in the ‘tall and leggy’ or 

outgrown stage whilst others are managed. As the Hedge is currently providing an important 

ecological function, overmanagement should be avoided and a low growing, neatly trimmed Hedge 

would significantly damage its biodiversity value. However, low intensity management would keep the 

Hedge in a successional stage to provide continued and varied ecological function and to avoid die 

back and succession to a treeline. Given the width of the Hedge and regular management on the 

eastern side by the stream, it is likely that a range of succesional stages can be provided even within 

compartments.  Management measures to achieve this are provided in Table 6.  

A long-term (20-25 year) cycle is considered best to achieve this, especially as the eastern edge of 

the stream is likely to continue to be managed regularly which will provide an earlier successional 

stage of dense linear hedge habitat. The western edge of the hedge should therefore be treated as a 

combination of traditional hedge in the narrow sections and hedge with a scrub/woodland buffer in the 

wider sections.  

Specific priorities for management to achieve the objectives above should be: 

 Improve connectivity of woody habitats in Compartment 12 and promote denser growth in 

narrower compartments to maintain habitat corridor (e.g. compartments 6-9); 

 Improve connectivity of woody habitats in gappy/bramble-covered sections e.g. in  

Compartments 2, 3, 9 and 13; 
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 Target low diversity compartments particularly compartments 3-6  and 17-19 as a 

management priority (with compartments 9, 12 and 21 then prioritised), with possible 

supplementary planting of woody species to encourage species diversity;  

 Tackle compartments where there are some signs of die back of shrubs and trees e.g. 

compartments 5, 10 and 12 as a priority; 

 Manage all areas on a 20-25 year coppice/felling rotation cycle to maintain sufficient young 

growth to provide a range of habitat for wildlife.  

For the most part, natural regeneration should be allowed accompanied by regularly monitoring. For 

compartments 2, 3, 9, 12 and 13, selective planting of native whips of local provenance should be 

considered to reestablish connectivity in gappy areas. Species could be dominated by hazel, 

hawthorn, field maple and blackthorn to replicate the character and structure of the Hedge, but 

planting of less frequent species such as spindle and holly should also be considered.  Planting of 

ground flora is not recommended; it would be better to monitor ground flora species in April/May in 

each year, as some species-rich hedgerow indicator species are already present.  

Increases/decreases in species composition should be used to inform management success.  

The ideal rotation would be to target 1-2 compartments per year, although a more sporadic approach 

e.g. managing 25% of compartments once every 5 years would also be acceptable.  

Compartments 23 and 24 at the northern end should be managed differently. This should involv 

selective coppicing of understorey shrubs e.g. 1 shrub in 5 every 3 years, with mature and semi-

mature trees left to maintain the character of this area as secondary woodland with high species 

diversity. 

 

Table 6  Management Prescriptions for Hedgerow Habitat 

Target Prescription Timing Frequency Staff*  

Start End 

1. Maintain and 
enhance 
connectivity 

a) Improve connectivity in C12 
by gapping up with saplings or 
allowing wider tall grass/scrub 
buffer to establish 

Oct Apr In Year 1-2 NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

b) Selective gapping up in  C2,3 
9 & 13 using native whips 

Oct Apr In Year 1-2 NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

2. Promote 
species diversity 

a) Rotational coppice 
management/felling of shrub 
layer allowing natural 
regeneration (all except C23, & 
24) – Prioritise Low diversity C3-
6 & C17-19, then C9, C12 & 
C21 

Oct Feb Annually, on 
rotation 

NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

b) Selective coppice 
management of shrubs on 
rotation in C23 & 24 e.g. 1 in 5 
every 3 years 

Oct Feb In Year 1 
only 

NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

c) Monitor natural regeneration 
2 x per year & consider gapping 
up with whips if poor 
regeneration 

Any Any Annually NSC/FoTP
/NTC 
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d) Weed/strim around dense 
growth base of whips if required, 
do not use herbicide 

Any Any As required NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

3. Maximise 
fruiting/flowering 
opportunities 

a) Remove shrubs in poor 
condition in C5, 10 & 12 

Oct Feb Year 1 NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

b) Annual trimming in narrow 
sections (under 2m wide) for 3 
years after coppicing to 
encourage denser regrowth 

Oct Feb As required, 
up to 3 years 
after 
clearance 

NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

4. Maintain height 
& structure for 
wildlife 

a) Allow natural regeneration, 
monitoring and trim only if 
denser regrowth/poor 
establshment. 

Oct Feb Annually, on 
rotation 

NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

b) Repeat management every 
20-25 years in each 
compartment on rotation 

Oct Feb Annually, on 
rotation 

NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

c) Create habitat piles from logs 
and brash 

Any Any As required NSC/FoTP
/NTC 

* Details of responsibilities to be clarified based on discussions between the interested parties. 

3.2.2 Objective 2: Maintain the Extent and Structure of Scrub Habitats 

The western side of the Hedge has dense areas of bramble and blackthorn scrub in compartments 4-

6 and 17-18. Whilst the priority for this site is the Hedge itself, some dense scrub habitat should be 

retained for nesting birds and invertebrates. A high density of house sparrows was associated with 

the dense blackthorn scrub in Compartment 17.  As scrub matures, it gradually loses some of its 

value to wildlife. To arrest its succession to open species-poor secondary woodland, it is 

recommended that the areas of more mature dense scrub be coppiced on rotation and all cut material 

left in situ (to provide habitat for birds, invertebrates and small mammals). The scrub would then be 

allowed to regenerate and not require coppicing again for approximately twenty to thirty years. During 

recolonisation, areas of bramble often establish which is also important habitat for a range of wildlife.  

It is recommended that the areas prioritised for scrub are focused on the western side of 

compartments 4-6, 17 & 18. These compartments should try to achieve a continuous linear hedge 

along the eastern side with a wider scrub buffer to the west. Management of the scrub in compartment 

4 will also need to balance maximising the area/habitat value of long grassland on the buffer. A 

narrower, but more vigorous and dense scrub buffer in Compartment 4 could be maintained through 

management. Table 7 details targets and prescriptions for dense scrub.  

Table 7  Management Prescriptions for Dense Scrub 

Target Prescription Timing Frequency Staff  

Start End 

1. Retain/improve 
biodiversity value of 
dense & mature scrub  

a) Coppice dense and 
mature areas of scrub  

Oct Feb Every 20 
years 

NSC/FoT
P/NTC 

b) Create habitat piles from 
logs and brash 

Any Any As required NSC/FoT
P/NTC 
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3.2.3 Objective 3: Protect and Maximise the Interest of Veteran and Mature Trees 

Mature and veteran trees are of high conservation value. Tree safety, management and issues 

surrounding TPOs are outside the scope of this management plan and are within the Duty of Care of 

NSC as advised by their Tree Officers. For conservation purposes, all mature and veteran trees 

should be retained and protected. Deadwood should be allowed to develop naturally and ivy growth 

retained unless (only in very unusual circumstances) this poses an immediate risk to the integrity of 

the tree. Regular monitoring should be completed to assess the value and integrity of trees for 

wildlife and other purposes.  

Where management is completed in compartments with one or fewer standard trees, retention of 

semi-mature specimens of oak, ash or field maple rather than felling should be considered so that 

these can be encouraged to develop into mature standards.  

Over time, mature trees will develop and provide habitat for birds, bats and invertebrates. There are 

several bird boxes mounted on mature trees to provide further habitat. Some are in poor condition. 

All boxes should be maintained via an annual inspection outside of the bird nesting season (during 

October to February inclusive). Further installation of bat boxes and a barn owl box could be 

considered at appropriate locations. Degrading boxes should also be replaced. The boxes are 

already monitored by an expert ornithologist.   

Table 8  Management Prescriptions for Veteran and Mature Trees 

Target Prescription Timing Frequency Staff  

Start End 

1. Retain and 
protect mature 
trees 

a) Retain standards and 
monitor as required 

Oct Feb As required NSC/
FoTP
/NTC 

b) Allow deadwood to develop, 
where compatible with tree 
safety 

Any Any N/A NSC/
FoTP
/NTC 

2. Encourage 
development of 
new standards 

a) Retain healthy semi-mature 
oak, ash or field maple during 
management  

Oct Feb As required NSC/
FoTP
/NTC 

3. Install, 
maintain and 
replace bird and 
bat boxes 

a)Annual maintenance check 
and clean of bird boxes, 
replacing where required 

Oct Feb Annually NSC/
FoTP
/NTC 

b) Consider installation of new 
bird and bat boxes 

Any Any Anually NSC/
FoTP
/NTC 

 

3.2.4 Objective 4: Monitor Site Biodiversity and Engage with the Local Community 

In terms of engaging with the local community, the Friends of Trendlewood Park (FoTP) will be 

involved with monitoring and management work. Interpretation should also be installed to explain 

the nature conservation value and other features of interest. Signage should also be installed before 

and during management work to explain the reasons and methodology of works. 

Monitoring of the impact of management activities should be completed regularly, ideally in spring 

and late summer every year following winter management. The structure and floral species diversity 
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of areas should be recorded.  A standard hedgerow monitoring form appropriate for the site is 

included in Appendix E. Monitoring for some fauna could also be considered. It is understood that a 

previous dormouse survey involving ten nest boxes did not record evidence of use. No nest boxes 

were observed during the survey. As establishing whether hazel dormouse are present can take 

prolonged and more intensive monitoring (usually within a nest tube/box every 10-20m), if an 

appropriately licensed person is available, a survey from April-November in a given year using a 

higher density of nesting habitat (e.g. tubes) could be completed. As above, it is considered possible 

that hazel dormouse are present, although the lack of connectivity to larger areas of optimal 

unfragmented habitat may reduce the suitability of the hedge for the species. If bat or owl boxes are 

installed, monitoring could be completed with the assistance of appropriately licensed and qualified 

volunteers or ecologists. The presence/absence of reptiles at the site could be established by the 

volunteer group using artificial refugia such as 0.5 x 0.5m squares of roofing felt or corrugated tin. A 

breeding bird survey and/or invertebrate survey could also be completed by volunteers.  

Before works in any compartment, a thorough walkover needs to be completed. If badger setts are 

found or suspected to be present, a suitably qualified ecologist should be consulted before 

management works proceed. If protected species are encountered during management, a suitably 

qualified ecologist must be contacted for advice. See Appendix C for more details of relevant 

legislation. 

Table 9  Management Prescriptions for Community Involvement 

Target Prescription Timing Frequency Staff  

Start End 

1. Monitor flora 
and fauna  

a) Undertake monitoring surveys 
of wildlife 

Mar Sep Annually NSC/FoT
P/NTC 

2. Engage with 
the local 
community 

a) Involve FoTP in management 
and monitoring  

Any Any Ongoing  

b) Install interpretation 
boards/signs 

Any Any During 
works 
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4 Programme of Works 

Table 10  Overall Five Year Work Programme 

Objective Target Prescription Timing 
Year 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

1  
Hedge 

Maintain and 
enhance 
connectivity 

a) Gap up/restore habitat 
connecivity in C12 

Oct-
Apr 

√ √    

b) Selectively gap up C2,3, 
9 & 13  

Oct-
Apr 

√ √    

Promote 
species 
diversity 

a) Rotation coppice 
management & felling, 
prioritising low diversity 
compartments 

Oct-
Feb 

√ √ √ √ √ 

b) Selective coppicing only 
in C23 & C24 

Oct-
Feb 

 √   √ 

c) Monitor regrowth & gap 
up only where essential  

Any √     

d)Weed/strim around 
overgrown whips 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

Maximise 
fruiting/ 
flowering 
opportunties 

a)Remove shrubs in poor 
condition in C5, 10 & 12 

Oct-
Feb 

√ √    

b) Annual trimming in 
narrow sections for 3 years 
after management 

Oct-
Feb 

√ √ √ √ √ 

Maintain 
height & 
structure for 
wildlife 

a)Monitor natural 
regeneration, only 
intervene if poor growth 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

c)Create habitat piles from 
arisings 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

2  
Scrub 

Retain value 
of scrub  

a) Coppice dense & 
mature areas of scrub on 
rotation 

Oct -
Feb 

  √   

b)Create habitat piles from 
arisings 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

3 Mature 
Trees 

 Retain & 
protect  

a) Retain & monitor  Oct-
Feb 

√ √ √ √ √ 

b) Allow deadwood to 
develop 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

Encourage 
new 
standards 

a) Retain healthy semi-
mature oak, ash or field 
maple during management  

Oct-
Feb 

√ √ √ √ √ 

Bird and bat 
boxes 

a)Annual maintenance 
check and clean of bird 
boxes, replacing where 
required 

Oct-
Feb 

√ √ √ √ √ 

b) Consider installation of 
new bird and bat boxes 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

4. Public  

Monitor flora 
& fauna  

a) Undertake monitoring 
surveys  

Mar - 
Sep 

√ √ √ √ √ 

Engage with 
local 
community 

a) Work with FoTP for 
management & monitoring 

Any √ √ √ √ √ 

b) Install interpretation 
boards/signs 

Any √ And as required 
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Appendices 

Appendix A Site Plans  
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Date: 11/08/17 
Drawn:  SD 
Figure 1: Ecology Park Site Boundary 
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Client: North Somerset Council 
Title: Kenn Hedge 
Date: 11/08/17 
Drawn:  SD 
Figure 2: Compartments, Bat Roost Potential and Connecting Access 
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Client: North Somerset Council 
Title: Kenn Hedge 
Date: 11/08/17 
Drawn:  SD 
Figure 3: Management Prescriptions 
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C12: Gap up with 
whips/restore vegetated 
corridor 

C2,3,9,13: Selective whip planting to 
in gaps 

C23 & C24: Selective 
coppicing on rotation. All 
other compartments, 
rotational 
clearance/coppicing over 
20-25 year cycle 

All areas: 
Monitoring and additional management as requried; 
Creation of habitat piles; 
Retain &monitor mature trees; 
Community involvement; and  
Install, maintain & monitor bird & bat boxes. 
 

C4-6, C17-18: Coppice dense 
scrub on 20-25 year rotation 

C5, 10& 12: Remove 
dying shrubs 
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Appendix B Site Photographs 

  
B.1  C2, including public footpath B.2  C3-C6 Dense scrub on western side 

  

B.3  C4 Tall grassland & blackthorn scrub B.4  Gate in C8 

  
B.5  Lower diversity sections (C17-18) B.6  Path through C23 & C24 
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Appendix C Legislation 

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997  
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 (HM Government, 1997) set out ecological criteria to assess 
‘important’ hedgerows.  

To qualify as important under the Regulations, the hedgerow must comply with the following list of 
criteria:  

 The hedgerow must have a continuous length of or exceeding 20 metres; 

 Has a continuous length of less than 20 m, but meets another hedgerow (by intersection 
or junction) at each end; and 

 The hedgerow must be more than 30 years old.  

Apart from the above, to be deemed 'important' a hedgerow must meet one or more of the following 
criteria:  
1. The hedgerow marks the boundary of a historic parish or township existing before 1850;  
2. The hedgerow contains or is within an archaeological feature which is on the Sites and 
Monuments Record, or a pre-1600 manor or estate;  
3. The hedgerow is a part of or associated with a field system predating the Enclosure Acts;  
4. The hedgerow contains species in part I of Schedule 1; Schedule 5; or Schedule 8 of the Wildlife 
& Countryside Act 1981; or various other defined species including certain Red Data Book species;  
5. The hedgerow is adjacent to a public right of way (not counting an adopted highway) and includes 
at least four woody species as defined in Schedule 3 of the regulations plus at least two Associated 
Features;  
6. The hedgerow includes one or more of the following within a 30 m sample area:  
 - At least seven woody species  
 - At least six woody species plus at least three Associated Features (see below)  
 - At least six woody species including a black poplar; large-leaved lime, small-leaved lime or     
 wild service tree 
  - At least five woody species and at least four Associated Features  

The Associated Features mentioned above, as part of The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 criteria, are 
as follows:  

 A bank or wall for at least half the length of the hedgerow;  

 A ditch for at least half the length of the hedgerow;  

 Gaps over no more than 10% of the length of the hedgerow;  

 On average, at least 1 standard tree per 50 m of hedgerow;  

 At least three woodland species from a list of 57 woodland plants (as defined in Schedule 2 
of the Regulations) within 1m of the hedgerow;  

 Connections scoring 4 or more points, where connection with a hedgerow counts as one, a 
broad-leaved woodland or pond counts as two; and  

 A parallel hedge within 15 m.  

Under The Hedgerow Regulations 1997, the removal of any hedgerows, or sections of hedgerows 
will require a Hedgerow Removal Licence from the Local Planning Authority. The Hedgerow 
Regulations 1997 criteria, as listed above, assess whether a hedgerow is ‘important’. If the 
hedgerow is not important, the LPA cannot refuse permission to remove the hedgerow. If the 
hedgerow is important, the LPA will decide if the circumstances justify removal of an important 
hedge. Unless satisfied that removal is justified, the LPA must refuse permission and issue a 
hedgerow retention licence. Management of hedgerows is not covered specifically by the 
Regulations.  
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The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations, 2010, as amended 

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC)1 came into force in 1992 and provides for the 

creation of a network of protected wildlife areas across the European Union, known as ‘Natura 2000’.  

The Natura 2000 network consists of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated under the 

Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated under the Birds Directive (Council 

Directive 79/409/EEC)2.  These Sites are part of a range of measures aimed at conserving important 

or threatened habitats and species. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 20103  commonly known as ’the Habitats 

Regulations’ transpose the Habitats Directive into national law and set out the provisions for the 

protection and management of species and habitats of European importance, including  Natura 2000 

sites. The Regulations have been amended in England in relation to candidate SACs.  These are 

Sites submitted by the Government for consideration as Natura 2000, and are also now defined as 

European Sites. All European Sites are of national importance and have been notified as SSSI. The 

Regulations also provide strict protection for plant and animal species as European Protected 

Species. Derogations from prohibitions are transposed into the Regulations by way of a licensing 

regime that allows an otherwise unlawful act to be carried out lawfully for specified reasons and 

providing certain conditions are met. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) Regulations 20124 came into force in August 

2012. Article 2 of the Wild Birds Directive requires Member States to take requisite measures to 

maintain wild bird populations at a level which corresponds in particular to ecological, scientific and 

cultural requirements, while taking account of economic and recreational requirements, or to adapt 

the population of these species to that level. Articles 3 and 4(4) (second sentence) of the Directive are 

designed to ensure Member States preserve, maintain or re-establish a sufficient diversity and area of 

habitats for wild birds and to ensure that outside those areas which are specifically designated as 

important bird habitats, efforts are taken to avoid pollution or deterioration of habitats.  

Article 10 requires Member States to encourage research and any work required as a basis for the 

protection, management and use of wild bird populations. The 2012 amendment further transpose the 

provisions of Articles 2, 3, 4(4) (second sentence) and Article 10. The Regulations are intended to 

ensure clearer transposition of these provisions by giving additional and specific duties to relevant 

bodies and also make a number of amendments to transpose more clearly certain elements of the 

Habitats Directive. 

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 20005 primarily extends to England and Wales. It provides a 
new statutory right of access to the countryside and modernises the rights of way system, bringing 
into force stronger protection for both wildlife and countryside.  
The Act is divided into five distinct sections, Part III is of relevance to ecology: 
Part III - Nature Conservation and Wildlife Protection: The Act details a number of measures to 
promote and enhance wildlife conservation.  These measures include improving protection for Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and increasing penalties for deliberate damage to SSSIs.  

                                                      

 

1  European Commission, 1992. Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

European Commission, Brussels 

2 European Commission, 1979. Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, European Commission, Brussels 

3 Secretary of State, 2010. The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations. Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (HMSO) 

4 Secretary of State, 2012. The Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) Regulations. HMSO 

5 Secretary of State, 2000. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act. HMSO 
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Furthermore, the Act affords statutory protection to Ramsar Sites which are wetlands designated 
under the International Convention on Wetlands6. 
 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as Amended in Quinquennial Review and by the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 and the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
Act 2006 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 19817 forms the basis of much of the statutory wildlife protection in 

the UK.  Part I deals with the protection of plants, birds and other animals and Part II deals with the 

designation of SSSIs.   

This Act covers the following broad areas: 

1. Wildlife - listing endangered or rare species in need of protection and creating offences for killing, 
disturbing or injuring such species.  Additionally, the disturbance of any nesting bird during 
breeding season is also noted as an offence, with further protection for species listed on Schedule 
1. Measures for preventing the establishment of non-native plant and animal species as listed on 
Schedule 9 are also provided; 

2. Nature Conservation - protecting those Sites which are National Nature Reserves (NNR) and 
SSSI; 

3. Public Rights of Way - placing a duty on the local authority (normally the County Council) to 
maintain a definitive map of footpaths and rights of way.  It also requires that landowners ensure 
that footpaths and rights of way are continually accessible; and  

4. Miscellaneous General Provisions. 

The Act is enforced by Local Authorities. 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 
Under the NERC Act 20068 Section 40, public authorities must show regard for conserving 
biodiversity in all their actions. Public authorities should consider how wildlife or land may be affected 
in all the decisions that they make. The commitment to the biodiversity duty must be measured by 
public authorities. 

NERC Act 2006 Section 41 requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of habitats and species 

that are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England.  

 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 
The Protection of Badgers Act 19929 consolidated previous legislation relating specifically to badgers. 
This makes it an offence to kill, injure or take a badger, or to damage or interfere with a sett unless a 
licence is obtained from a statutory authority. 
 
Biodiversity Action Plans 
In 1994, Government produced the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)10, a national strategy for the 
conservation of biodiversity.  This led to the creation of the UK Biodiversity Steering Group, which has 
listed 1,150 Species Action Plans (SAPs) and 65Habitat Action Plans (HAPs).  Regional and 
District/Borough BAPs apply the UK BAP at a local level. 

                                                      

 

6 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 1971. Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 

especially as Waterfowl Habitat, as amended in 1982 and 1987. Ramsar, Iran Published in Paris, 1994 

7 Secretary of State, 1981. Wildlife and Countryside Act. HMSO 

8 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. HMSO 

9 Protection of Badgers Act 1992. HMSO 

10 Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1994. Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan. London 
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From July 2012, the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework11 succeeds the UK BAP and Conserving 

Biodiversity - the UK Approach.  This is as a result of a change in strategic thinking following the 

publication of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 - 2020 and 

its 20 ‘Aichi targets’, at Nagoya, Japan in October 2010, and the launch of the new EU Biodiversity 

Strategy (EUBS)  in May 2011.  

The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework constitutes the UK’s response to these new ‘Aichi’ 

strategic goals and associated targets.  The Framework recognises that most work which was 

previously carried out under the UK BAP is now focussed on the individual countries of the United 

Kingdom and Northern Ireland, and delivered through each countries’ own strategies. 

Following the publication of the new Framework, the UK BAP partnership no longer operates.  
However, many of the tools and resources originally developed under the UK BAP remain of use. The 
UK list of priority species has been used to help draw up statutory lists of priorities in England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. For England, this is in line with the NERC Act 2006 Section 41. 
 
Biodiversity in the Planning Process 
Administrative and policy guidance on the application of some of these statutory obligations is 
provided through relevant government policy guidance and advice. In England, this includes National 
Planning Policy Framework 2012, National Planning Practice Guidance, Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity 
and Geological Conservation – Statutory Obligations and their Impact within the Planning System, 
Biodiversity 2020 and Natural Environment White Paper The natural choice: securing the value of 
nature.  
 
National Planning Policy Framework, 2012 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF12) sets out the Government’s requirements for the 
planning system and how these are expected to be addressed. 

‘Objective 11 - Conserving and enhancing the natural environment’ states that the planning system 

should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: 

5. “…protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils; 

6. recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; and 

7. minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, 
contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, including 
by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future 
pressures…” 

It furthermore advises local planning authorities to conserve and enhance biodiversity when 
considering planning applications, by applying principles aimed at protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity and designated sites and incorporating biodiversity in and around developments.  
 
National Planning Practice Guidance 
The National Planning Practice Guidance13 is a web-based resource launched in March 2014. This 
guidance is divided into sections, of which Natural Environment: Biodiversity, Ecosystems and Green 
Infrastructure provides information on biodiversity issues within planning and guidance on where to 
find further information on biodiversity issues. 

                                                      

 

11 JNCC and Defra (on behalf of the Four Countries' Biodiversity Group), 2012. UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. July 2012.  

jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UK_Post2010_Bio-Fwork.pdf 

12 Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). London. HMSO 

13 Department for Communities and Local Government, 2014. National Planning Practice Guidance: 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
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Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – Statutory Obligations and their 
Impact within the Planning System. 
This circular14 provides administrative guidance on the application of the law relating to planning and 
nature conservation as it applies in England. It complements the national planning policy in the 
National Planning Policy Framework and the Planning Practice Guidance. 
 
Natural Environment White Paper. The natural choice: securing the value of nature 
The Natural Environment White Paper15 outlines the government’s vision for the natural environment 
over the next 50 years, shifting the emphasis to an integrated landscape-scale approach. It describes 
the actions that will be taken to deliver that goal. 
 
Biodiversity 2020 
The Biodiversity 202016 strategy for England builds on the Natural Environment White Paper and 
provides a comprehensive picture of how England is implementing its international and EU 
commitments. It sets out the strategic direction for biodiversity policy on land (including rivers and 
lakes) and at sea.  

The mission for this strategy is to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning 

ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the 

benefit of wildlife and people. 

It is anticipated that this will be delivered through: 

8. a more integrated large-scale approach to conservation on land and at sea; 

9. putting people at the heart of biodiversity policy; 

10. reducing environmental pressures; and 

11. improving our knowledge. 
 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (Section 106)- http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/ 
section/106   
Planning obligations under Section 106, are a mechanism which make a development proposal 
acceptable in planning terms, that would not otherwise be acceptable. They are focused on site 
specific mitigation of the impact of development. S106 agreements are often referred to as 
'developer contributions' along with highway contributions and the Community Infrastructure Levy.  
 
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974  
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/37  
Makes it a duty for every employer to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety 
and welfare at work of all his / her employees.  In particular it covers plant and systems of work, the 
use, handling, storage and transport of articles and substances, the provision of information, 
instruction, training and supervision, the maintenance of the place of work and the working 
environment of the employees.  
 
Occupier’s Liability Acts of 1957 and 1984 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/3  
Sets out the duty of care the occupier of land owes to people, whether invited, permitted or through 
trespass.  The duty applies where there is a known danger to which people may be exposed and 

                                                      

 

14 Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005. Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – Statutory Obligations and 

their Impact within the Planning System. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-and-geological-conservation-

circular-06-2005 

15 Defra, 2011. Natural Environment White Paper. The natural choice: securing the value of nature 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-natural-choice-securing-the-value-of-nature 

16 Defra, 2011. Biodiversity 2020. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-

ecosystem-services 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/3
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where there is a risk against which the occupier may reasonably be expected to offer some 
protection.  Occupiers cannot be prosecuted under these Acts however it is possible to be sued in 
the civil courts.  Liability is reduced where CROW access rights are in force or where the people 
involved were trespassing.  
 
Criminal Damage Act 1971  
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/48/contents    
Covers criminal damage or vandalism as defined in law as 'intentionally or recklessly destroying or 
damaging any property belonging to another without lawful excuse'.  
 
Fly tipping;  Covered by;    
The Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/ 
14/contents    
The Environment Protection Act 1990  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents   
The Town and Country Planning Act 1990  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/ contents   
The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005  http://www.legislation.gov. 
uk/ukpga/2005/16/contents   
Specifically intended to make it easier to deal with environmental crimes. Part 5 of the Act covers 
waste and gives local authorities, the police and the Environment Agency greater powers when 
dealing with waste crime.  Also covers issues to do with dog fouling, stray dogs and dog control 
orders. 
  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/48/contents
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Appendix D Tree Preservation Orders 
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Appendix E Kenn Hedge Monitoring Form 

Survey Date  
 

Weather conditions  

Surveyor  
 

Number and length 
of gaps in hedge 

 

Notes on recent 
management  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional 
comments/ 
observations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Compartment 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Compartment height (m) 
 

                        

Compartment width (m) 
 

                        

Number of mature standards 
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Species 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Woody Species (Schedule 3)                   D=dominant, A=Abundant, F=Frequent, O=Occasional, R=Rare 

Field maple Acer campestre                         

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea                         

Hazel Corylus avellana                         

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna                         

Ash Fraxinus excelsior                         

Spindle Euonymus europaea                         

Holly Ilex aquifolium                         

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa                         

Pedunculate oak Quercus robur                         

Rose species Rosa sp.                         

Elder Sambucus nigra                         

Total Species                         

Ground flora species (Schedule 2) 

Lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum                         

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum                         

Fern species                         

Hart’s tongue Asplenium scolopendrium                         

Dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis                         

Wood avens Geum urbanum                         

Total species                         

Other species  

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         

                         


